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CHAPTER VL

Innocent and Spain.

THE three great Sovereigns of Western Europe, the
Kings of Germany, of France, and of England, had seen
their realms under Papal interdict, themselves under
the sentence of excommunication; but the Papal power
under Innocent not only aspired to humble the loftiest:
hardly one of the smaller kingdoms had not already been
taught, or was not soon taught, to feel the awful majesty
of the Papacy. From the Northern Ocean to Hungary,
from Hungary to the Spanish shore of the Atlantic,
Innocent is exercising what takes the language of pro-
tective or parental authority, but which in most cases
is asserted by the terrible interdict. The sunshine of
Papal favour is rarely without the black thunder-clouds
looming heavily over the land, breaking or threatening
to break, in all their wrath. Nowhere is he more con-
stantly engaged, either as claiming feudal sovereignty,
as regulating the ecclesiastical appointments, as, above
all, the arbiter in questions of marriage, than among
the sovereigns of the petty kingdoms of Spain. These
kingdoms had gradually formed themselves out of con
quests from receding Mohammedanism. Spanish Chris-
tianity was a perpetual crusade; and the Head of
Western Christendom might still watch with profound
anxiety these advances, as it were, of Christendom.
There was nothing to prevent another inroad from
Africa, ruled by powerful Mohammedan potentates,
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